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May/Could I talk to you
for a minute, please?

l\'a\.[i.“ hi = Covule

e i
There's a lot of traffic. | may/might/
could be a little late for the meeting.

| |

¢ We use may/might/could to express possibility.

e.qg. ‘Where's Paul?' 'He may/might/could be at the
cinema.’ (Perhaps he is at the cinema.)

We use May |...7?/Could |...7?/Can 1...? to ask for
permission. Note the difference in the following
questions.

May | use your telephone? (Formal — we do not know
the other person very well)

Can | use your phone? (Informal —
person very well.)

Could | use your phone? (more polite than ‘can’.)

we know the other

When someone asks for our permission, we can
reply in the following ways: Yes, of course./Of
course./Certainly. When we know the other person
very well, we can reply with Sure. or No problem.

maybe (adv) = perhaps

e.g. Jack isn't here. Maybe he's at home.
may be (modal + bare infinitive)

e.g. Sheila may be in the office.

1

1

Fill in the gaps with may or may not and
one of the verbs from the list.

leave, buy, come, be, enjoy, cut, go, visit, cook

| ...may not go... to school tomorrow. | don't feel
very well.

Father .........ccovvvvnnnn.
if it is going to rain.
Dan 1SNt at homMe. HB ......ccoovmiimiiimssiisssrmsssssssssssassen
at the football field.

|BFrrmorienace . a new dress. | haven't really got

enr_nugh mnne;r

.. the grass today. It looks as

We ... The Smiths. There is a film
on TV we want to watch.

Let’s take Molly to the funfair. She . R EEETE R | o
Mother ............. sumethlng speclai

tonight. It's my I:: nhday
b = .. work early today. | have
alm!::S' fimshed euerythlng | have to do.

Sally . rerenessnnnen OME late tonight. She's
got a lot of work at the office.

@ Underline the correct answer.
e X

2
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Good morning, madam. 1) May/Must | help you?
You 2) might/mustn’t be able to. | need a ball of
wool that is the same colour as my jumper.

Just a moment, please. | 3) must/mustn’t look in the
stock room. We 4) might/might not have some left.
I'm not sure.

The wool 5) must/mustn’t be exactly the same
colour, it 6) must/mustn’t be different.

7) Could/Mustn’t | ask you a gquestion, madam?
Yes.

What do you want the wool for?

| 8) could/must finish knitting this jumper. It only
has one sleeve at the moment!



Shoule = Queht {e (edvie)

Shell = \Will .
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You should/ought
to drink all your milk.

# We use should/ought to to give advice.
e.g. Young children should/ought to go fo bed early.

should not/shouldn’t
ought not to/oughtn’t to

spend so much
money on clothes.

You

" = ¥
Uncle Bill, will you
teach me how to fish? /

Shall | suw you
another tie?

¢ We use shall in questions a) when we offer to do
something, e.g. Shall | carry your shopping for you?
(Would you like me to carry your shopping for you?),
b) when we make suggestions. e.g. Shall we visit
your cousins tonight? and c) when we ask for
suggestions. e.qg. ‘What time shall | call you?" 'Give
me a call at six.’

¢ We use will in questions when we want to make a
request. e.g. Will you phone the doctor, please?

Joan doesn't always do the right thing. What does
her mother advise her to do? Use the prompts

to make sentences, as in the example.

e.g. You should do your homework.

Mode

She doesn't do her homework.
She talks all the time.

She never washes the dishes.

She doesn't tidy her room.

She eats lots of chocolate.

She argues with her sisters.

She doesn't put her clothes away.
She never takes the dog for a walk.

Fill in the gaps with the question words
from the list and shall we.

when, what, how, how much, who, where

1 ‘Where shall we go on Saturday night?’
Llat s go to a restaurant.’

2 .. spend on a present for Jane?’
‘E‘ED.‘

3 ' i ... pay?’ ‘In cash.’

4 |rW|te tu the party'?' Just our friends.’

5 decurale the house?’ ‘This weekend.’

6 ' .. do on your birthday?"
We can hava a parw

T crnnesseennnnnnn. A0 0N Monday?’
Whr dﬂn r we gﬂ swrrnmmg‘?

8 ' .. take the dog for a walk?’

Lets tal-:a h|m !.'u the bea-::h

Mrs Patterson asks the nanny to do some
things while she's gone. Use the prompts

to make requests, as in the example.

e.g. Will you give the baby a bath?

I
g\ . give the ' * take the
. baby a bath rubbish out
0.
=,
* water
the plants

A

\ *® put all the —
toys away

® ron
the clothes

8l
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FUNCTION

obligation/
necessity

advice

prohibition

lack of necessity

ability

permission

request

suggestion

possibility

offer

logical
assumption
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MODAL VERBS

You must/have to study hard.
(You're obliged to ...)

You must/should/ought to see a
doctor. (I advise you to ...)

You mustn't talk in the library.
(You aren't allowed to...)

They needn’t/don’t have to call us
tonight. (It isn't necessary.)

Tony can run fast. (present)

When he was young, he could climb
trees. (general ability in the past)
She was able to get into the house.
(single action in the pasi)

Can/Could/May | use your phone?
(asking for permission)

You can take my car tomght. (giving
permission)

You can't take photographs inside the
museum. (refusing permission)

Can you lend me your pen, please?
Could you open the door, please?
Will you post this letter?

We can/could watch a film tonight.
Shall we eat out tonight? (Why don't
we eat/How about eating out tonight?)

He may/might/could be ill.
(Perhaps; it is possible.)

Shall | carry the shopping for you?
(Would you like me to carry ...7)

She must be at work. (Im sure she s ...)
=he can't be at work. {I'm sure she
isn't...)

10

Rewrite the sentences using modal
verbs, as in the example.

It isn’t necessary for her to wear a suit to the office.
She needn't/doesn’t have to wear a suit to the
office.
You aren't allowed to take those books out of the
hbrary.

........................................................................................

It is possible that Mark will be at home this evening.
Would you like me to make some sandwiches for you?
| advise you to leave early.

Emily managed to find a job after looking for six
months.

'm sure Paul isn't from Canada.

We are obliged to take exams every six months.

v sure e chiiran avan appy wih you Gecion

Perhaps we will go to Florida on holiday.

Q Choose the correct answer.

1

10

| ...C... remember to go to the bank. | haven't got
any money.

A donthaveto B needn't C must
ceaeeennnae | 1AKE yOUr order, please?

A Mustn’t B Must C May
............ you ride a bicycle?

A Can B Should C May
sSteven ............ read and write until he was seven
years old.

A must B could C couldn't
............ you make dinner tonight?

A Shall B Will C May
susan, ............ you come outside and play with me?
A will B shall C may

You ............ go to bed late during the week.

A couldn't B shall C shouldn’t
You ............ visit your grandparents mare often.

A ought to B wereableto C shall
cereeeneenn. WE go to the cinema at the weekend?

A Mustn't B May C Shall
‘Where ............ we meet?’ "Al my place.

A must B shall C oughtto



11 Peter ............ go to the dentist before his toothache
gets worse.
A ought to B shall C can

12 You ............ do the ironing. I'll do it instead.
A needn't B must C musin't

13 You ..o, cross the road without looking first. It's
dangerous.

A needn't B musin't C must

Read what each person says and
rewrite their comments using another
modal verb.

You must be careful
with the flowers.

Can you read
louder, please?

We can c: to the
cinema tonight.

You needn't ign
the paper now.

You should call them
now.

Can | talk to you
for a minute?

1 Will you read louder, please?

Match the sentences in Column A with
the responses in Column B.

Column A

Do | have to do the shopping today?

Can | ask you a question?

Will you buy me some stamps at the post office?
lf you're tired, we could have a short break.

May | borrow your mobile phone, please?
Edward can't be in his office.

N s WN =

Column B

Certainly.

Yes, that would be nice.

No, you don't. | did it yesterday:.

Yes, | agree. He must be at the bank.
Sure. How many do you want?

Of course. What do you want to know?

-0 anooTw

Underline the correct item.

Dear Henry,

I'm writing to you because | need some advice. |
I

1) Can/Shall you help me, please? My boss offered |
me a job in Italy and | 2) could/must make a decision |
about it soon. I've been thinking about it since last |
week but | 3) haven't been able to/wasn't able to

decide! I'm a bit worried that | 4) shall/may not |
enjoy living in another country. | 5) might/ought to |
find it difficult to learn Italian. However, | 6) won’t |
have to/mustn’t stay there if | don't like it. What do |
you think? 7) Should/Will | move to Italy or 8) could/

should | stay here? 9) Could/May you write to me |
and tell me what you think? r

| hope to hear from you soon.

Best wishes,
Ronnie

= & i i i e = = i
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Fill in the gaps with an appropriate
modal verb. Sometimes more than one
answer is correct.

1 Al ...could... roller-skate when | was young.
B: So could I. Those were the days.
2 A: Dad's car broke down yesterday.
B isidaniinii BB cocicvsdinnniniins repair it?
A: No, he took it to the garage.
3 A:Those men look alike. They .....ccccoerrinceniicnecennnns
be brothers.
B: Yes, they are.
4 AYOU s leave your toys on the floor.
B: Why?
A: You'll cause an accident.
5 A: Shall | do Grandma's shopping for her?

B: NG, YOU....cciiiccriviiarsssnnas . She wants to do it herself.
G BVOU isrmisrmamsrmssisniores tidy your bedroom today.
B:Oh, do | ..coovianrrinennn ?
7 A:Where is Colin?
B:I'm not sure. He ..........cviieenees be in his office.
B ACWHEL .coviiinimmsisnsmanas we do at the weekend?
B o P s N R go swimming.
9 A:My brother ... ride a motorbike.
B RealT - iiisismiimmiseaimsis he drive a car, too?
10 A:I'm really tired.
B:YOU ..cooieicccrecnnnennnnnens go to bed early tonight.
1 Y (T TR Ay | help you, sir?

B: No thank you. I'm just loocking around.

Study these examples. The second sentence
has a similar meaning to the first sentence.

1 | advise you to look for another job.
should You should look for another job.
ought You ought to look for another job.

2 Perhaps Mary is at the library.
may  Mary may be at the library.

3 Let's leave the party now.
shall  Shall we leave the party now?

4 I'm sure Jack isn't married.
can't Jack can't be married.

5 I'm sure Peter has a lot of money.
must Peter must have a lot of money.

Complete each sentence with two to
five words including the word in bold.

1 Perhaps Nick is at the office.
may  Nick ...may be at the... office.
2 |dont think Mary is very happy at the moment.
CENT  MED s ey very happy
at the moment.
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3 I'm bored. Let's watch TV.

shall I'mbored. ..., TV?
4 |I'm sure those are Paula's sunglasses.

must Those .........cccceeeeee Paula’s sunglasses.
5 | advise you to stop eating 1attg.r foods.

ought You . - - .. fatty foods.
6 Perhaps the chlldren are in the playgmund

may The children .......cccooieiiiinnnne playground.

7 I'm sure they come from Spain. They've got a
Spanish accent.
MUSE  THhOY ..cvciisirmsssmniinnisrnrsssssssmssarssssnonss :
They've got a Spanish accent.

Read the situations and complete the
sentences with an appropriate modal
verb.

1 You are at school. Your teacher tells you to bring
your homework with you tomorrow.

You must bring your homework with you tomorrow.

2 You have fallen over. Your arm hurts. Your friend
thinks it might be broken. She advises you to go to
hospital.

s .. g0 to hospital.

3 *r'-:-ur frlend is hawng a hrrthda*,r pElI'T}' on Saturday.
You want to go. Ask your parents for permission.

ernnnnsinnaar s eennnnnnns. G0 10 My friend’s party
on Saturday?

4 You are eating lunch with your family. You can't
reach the salt. Make a request.
.............................................. pass the salt, please?

5 Your mother asks you where your brother is. You
think he is at the cinema with his friends.
.............................................. be at the cinema with
his friends.

6 Your parents are planning to go on holiday this
summer. They can’'t decide where to go. You
suggest going to America.
......................................................... go to America.,

7 You are at the beach with your mother. She is going
to buy a drink. She asks you if you want anything.
Ask for an ice-cream.

.. buy me an ice-cream, please?

@ Correct the mistakes.

1 Might we visit Mary and Tony tonight?

2 I'm not sure where Ed is. He mustn't be at work.

3 Wil | help you wash the dishes?

4 You mustn't get up early tomorrow. It's a holiday.

5 Martha had a bad cold but she could do all her work
at the office.

You shouldn’t go to the dentist if you have toothache.
Shall | borrow your pen, please?

I might climb trees when | was young.

L B =)



